master-mind, one thinks, have boiled down the meat into a single, palatable dish? But here these forebodings would be quite unjustified.
Twenty-six distinguished representatives from thirteen countries, including professors of various disciplines, administrators, senior nursing officers and sanitary engineers, met in Istanbul in June 1970 under the auspices of Ciba to discuss the praiseworthy but not very 'die on the barricades' theme of teamwork for world health. Nevertheless all the papers were useful, there was very little overlappingthe built-in defect of symposiaand some contributions were exciting and broke new ground. certainly between pediatrician and endocrinologist. This book is an attempt to produce an orderly account of the main diseases which will be of value to clinicians in either discipline. It is divided into three main sections: weight disorders, height disorders, and disorders of sexual development. This essentially clinical and perhaps over-simplified view leads to considerable repetition and frequent cross-references. Each chapter contains a large table summarizing material which is amplified in the text. These tables reveal the author's passion for classification and tabulation, but often contribute little to the understanding of the subject. Indeed they give the book a curiously old-fashioned air, reminiscent of the days of didactic clinical teaching.
The expositions of clinical syndromes make interesting reading and are amply illustrated by a large collection of photographs and case reports. Differential diagnosis is discussed at some length but often seems confused; unfortunately a comprehensive index, which would help to draw the book together, is lacking.
The bibliography is profuse and is selected largely from the American literature. These references are necessary to fill out the investigatory aspects of diagnosis, since the term 'clinical' is often taken in a rather narrow sense in the text. This is an expensive book, lavishly produced and illustrated. Although there is much clinical information contained within it, the method of presentation is cumbersome and the material is unnecessarily fragmented. If textbooks have any longer a role in medical literature it is in putting in perspective and summing up for the general reader the huge and confusing output of original papers in the journals, and it requires nice timing as well as informed knowledge to pick out those topics to which one man can be expected at a given moment to do justice in a single chapter.
Perinatal pxediatrics has after a decade of advance (and retreat!) just reached the stage in its development when this is possible, and the present position is admirably summed up in the first five chapters of 'Recent Advances'; outstanding are those written by Edmund Hey on incubator care and Margaret Ounsted on foetal growth. These with the last, Cedric Carter's summary of the genetics of common malformations, comprise the best overall account of the subject yet written and a monument to the important contributions made by British workers in this field.
Other miscellaneous topics are equally well chosen and treated; thus we are offered Dick VVhite's views on the recently established correlations between clinical and biopsy pictures in the nephrotic syndrome, Christopher Ounsted's on some aspects of seizures (where regrettably the weakest section is that concerning neonatal seizures) and a masterly summary of the enormous literature on malnutrition in the children of under-developed countries by R A McCance. The weakest of a good lot are a surprisingly disappointing section on immunological mechanics and disorders by Dominique Frommel and R A Good, the rather pedestrian account of childhood diabetes by Helen Pond and an overtechnical chapter on assessment of respiratory function tests by A D Milner; but every contribution is worth reading on its own account and none is second-rate.
For the harrassed consultant in general paediatrics this book is a best buy and will go a long way to repair the gaps in his reading; for the perhaps more leisured academic it provides a fascinating glimpse of how other experts view their field of enquiry and how their subjects are developing. We are all in the debt of both editors and contributors, not to mention the publishers who have produced a book of convenient size which is easy to read and to find one's way about in, and perhaps a word of congratulation should be added to the Ounsted family for earning separate places in such distinguished company.
JOHN A DAVIS
The Arterial Anatomy of the Kidney The Basis of Surgical Technique by F T Graves MS FRCS pp xi + 101 illustrated £3-25 Bristol: John Wright 1971 This small book is the result of many years of painstaking work. In the first two-thirds are described the results of resin injections into the arteries and veins of normal, congenitally abnormal and diseased kidneys. The descriptions are amplified by some very well reproduced colour photographs of beautiful casts the author has prepared. He has demonstrated that aberrant or accessory arteries are in fact normal segmental arteries (of which there are five) with a precocious origin. He has also shown that, unlike the arteries, the intrarenal veins anastomose freely throughout the kidney. By his studies, Mr Graves confirms that there is no 'bloodless field' along Brodel's line.
The last third of his book is devoted to describing his technique of partial nephrectomy for calculous disease, and the use of renal hypothermia. The author describes how some fifteen years ago he first started to develop a method by which he could be afforded the luxury of ample time to undertake careful resection, heumostasis and the closure of the calicine system in a bloodless field. As a consequence the post-operative complications of renal surgery have been dramatically reduced. Mr Graves has used renal hypo-thermia in well over 50 cases in a variety of disordersstone disease, hydronephrosis, tuberculosis, &c. If he manages to persuade a few surgeons that local renal hypothermia is not a gimmick, but a most satisfactory way of improving the results and safety of renal surgery, then he should be well satisfied with the labour he has put into his investigations and the writing of this fine little book. C This book sets out to discuss the common problems of liver disease, with an emphasis on physiological studies. It is intended to bridge the gap between the basic sciences and clinical medicine, and is particularly aimed at the medical student and general physician. Most of the commonly encountered acute and chronic liver diseases are covered, with much attention given to the clinical features of the patients. Methods of reaching an accurate diagnosis of liver disease are not discussed, and while references are made in passing to special techniques, the index does not mention them. No details of therapeutic regimes are given. The
